Cubs Section Report 2017/18

This Year
We have had a great year at Chapelford Cubs! Our first Silver Challenge Award was achieved, and another two Cubs are now very close to having completed this as well. 
Kelly and Simon left the group in February, so we have had a Parent Rota in place since then. Parents have been great at turning up and also at letting me know in advance if they can’t make it, which has been really helpful. Some of the parents have told me that they would be happy to help out more frequently, so I took them up on this for some of our outings; however, the Cubs would really benefit from having more regular Leaders.
Our Cub pack has grown this year, from 11 in September to 18 now! This means that we are full for the time being (due to the shortage of Leaders). There will be spaces coming up since two Cubs will be moving to Scouts in September, then - after October half term – four more will also move up. Most of the places will likely be taken by Beavers also due to move up however.

Trips Out
We have had a variety of trips out, including:
· Warrington Art Museum where the Cubs learned about Romans and made Roman Shields
· District Water Activities Day, which was a huge success – every one of the Cubs who attended got out on the water in a kayak or a canoe as well as enjoying bell-boat racing and rafting. They also did some teambuilding activities on land, where they still managed to get soaked!
· LA Bowl for our Christmas trip, where everyone scored a strike or a spare.
· Burtonwood Heritage Centre – this gave the Cubs some interesting insight into what the area was like before Chapelford was built. They learned that the road names in Chapelford are named after places in America, except for Moran Drive, which was named after the Captain of the airbase. They also enjoyed hearing about the Candy Bomber in the Berlin Airlift. This outing was definitely worthwhile, however, it would have really been best done in conjunction with the Local Heritage badge rather than the Air Activities badge, so I’ll take that into account in future planning.
· The County Scout Parade was held in Chester, where one of our Cubs got to bear the District Cub Flag! It was a really hot day but still all five Cubs who had said they would come did indeed turn up despite this, which was brilliant!
· Litter Pick at Dakota Park, which everyone seemed to really enjoy, and it was great to do something for the community. There wasn’t really as much litter as we were expecting, so it might be worth choosing a different location for litter picking in the future.
· Sankey Valley, where the Cubs learned navigation skills, played a game in the shade of the trees and had a pleasant walk along the canal.


Challenge Badges
We have worked on some areas within all of the Challenge badges, including:
· World – made and played with dreidels and learned about Hanukkah.
· Skills – made puppets, roman shields and mini rafts. Also, problem solving activities such as River Cross.
· Teamwork – games including Snake, Asteroids and Scare the Dragon, and activities such as Marshmallow and Spaghetti towers

Other Badges
· Scientist
· Time on the Water
· Paddle Sports (1)
· Digital Maker (1)
· Artist
· Book Reader
· Astronomy
· Chef
· Entertainer
· Air Activities (partly completed)
· Environmental Conservation
· Navigation (1&2)
· Athletics (partly completed)
A few of the Cubs also independently completed badges outside of our sessions, including Home Help, Physical Recreation and Swimming.

Coming Up
Chamboree (July) – we have 7 Cubs attending and we will be camping with 32nd. This will go towards multiple Challenge badges, including Teamwork and Adventure.
Cub Camp (September) – 13 Cubs have signed up for this. We will be covering aspects of the Outdoors Challenge badge including putting up a tent, looking after their belongings and cooking outdoors. We also hope to do kayaking during this camp. We have the minimum requirement of 3 adults coming along but it would be nice if we could get one more person!
Science Day (September) – 9 Cubs have signed up for this and will achieve their Scientist badge on the day.
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Thanks again to everyone who has helped out so far.
Sarah Chadwick - Cub Scout Leader
